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| CHARGE, e 


'HEN probationers in the miniſtry 
of the Goſpel amongſt us (prote- 
_* * ſtant diſſenters) have publickly pro- 
feſſed their faith in Chriſt, have ſolemnly 
vowed to preach his Goſpel with all good 
fidelity ; have been ſet apart to the paſtoral 
office, and commended to the grace of God 
by prayer, with the laying on the hands of 
the preſbytery; it is uſual for one of their 
| brethren in the miniſtry to give them a ſe- 
rious exhortation to fulfil the truſt committed 
to them in a manner becoming their charac- 
ter. This critical, important ſervice * of 
admoniſhing you, my brethren, who have 
now devoted yourſelves to the paſtoral office, 


* This might have been performed in a more acceptable 
manner, if 1 had not hitherto been deprived of the benefit 
of reading the revd. Mr. Maſon's Student and paſtor ; which 
from the character I hear of it, and from what I know of 
the other writings of this valuable author, is, I doubt not, 
an uſeful treatiſe. | 


Ip has 


: (2) 
has been aſſigned me: Permit me, therefore, 
to obtain your candor, while you attentively 
hear what may be offered from the cele- 

brated charge of St. Paul to the elders of the 
church in Epheſus; which you have in Acts 
XX. 28. Take heed fo wur ſelves and to all he 

_' 

Mp Two, things! are here ſpecified, which are. 

of great extent, vis. takin g heed to you, 
ſelves, and to all the flock. Both theſe de- 
mand your: moſt ſerious attention. 


7 


7. 110 beed to yourſelves. 


DB . To your improvement in knowledge. 


1 In our academical preparations for the 
= pulpit, we can do little more than oy a good 
= foundation for the ſuperſtructure of our fu- 
ture ſtudies. Diligently build upon the good 
foundation you have laid. Your depending 
upon the grace of God for ſucceſs in your 
work does not render this labor needleſs. 
St Paul requires young Timothy to give Him- 
ſelf to reading and meditation, and not to ne- 
glect the gift, that was in him. And if he, 
who was endued with ſupernatural gifts, 
had need of improvement by ſtudy, how 
much more have we? If by reading and re- 
flection a miniſter does not continually add 
to his ſtore of knowledge, how ſhould he 
con- 
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continually Lin o of: his en things ; 
new and old? 
©2500 adviſable Aae that you ſhould ; 
cultivate your preſent acquaintance with 
languages and philoſophy (properly ſo call'd) 
and that you always direct theſe: and your 


| Other ſtudies. to the furtherance of your 


work in the miniſtry. And ſurely it would 
be approved by the good and pious, if I 

ſhould give you a more particular caution 

againſt ſpending much time in curious but 
uſeleſs enquiries (operoſe nihil agendo) in the 
moſt abſtruſe and ſpeculative parts of mathe- 
maticks, logic, metaphyſics, c. or in ſet- 


tling ne doubtful points af literature, 


which have no connection with your paſto- 
ral office . Study cloſely, but not merely 
for amuſement, nor in order to make a pa- 
rade of learning, but to enable you the bet- 
ter to underſtand the holy ſcriptures and ſerve 
the cauſe of Jeſus. Without a conſiderable: 
ſhare of knowledge how will you vindicate- 
the revelation of the old and new teſtament 
againſt infidels, or rightly explain it to be- 
lievers? Look therefore into the original 
languages. Compare tranſlations with them, 
and one bene with another. | Know what 


— : 


* Quid te torques & maceras in ea Age quam ſub- 

tilius ell contempſiſſe quam ſolvere? SENECA, | 
Cujus iſta errores minuent? Cujus cupiditates prement ? 

Quem foxtiorem ? ' quem juſtiorem? quem liberaliorem ſacient? 


B 2 com- 


commentators ſay, but do not implicitely 
- follow any of them. Believe them to be fal- 
 lible as well as yourſelves. In points of pure 


(4) 


revelation we ſhould not. be we above what 
is written; or pretend to aſſert what revela- 


tion has not ſaid, and reaſon cannot prove. 


In 8our ſtudies we ſhould always be influ- 


5 28 by an impartial love of truth, and 
ſhew it by ever lying open to conviftion. 


We ſhould not retain error, becauſe f 


its antiquity, or its having the majority of 


voices on its ſide; nor ſhould we reject what 
has been long received for truth out of fond -· 
neſs for novelty, or a whimſical deſire of be- 


ing fingular. It is equally wrong to be ſa 
prejudiced in favour of a, preſent opinion 

we have never ſufficiently weighed, as to be 
_ averſe to all further enquiry, or ſo capricious | 
28 never to fix our judgment. We ſhould: 


have candor enough 70 try all things, ſound- 


neſs and ftability of mind 70 hold Pp that. 
which 15 goods 


An unfeigned love of emit; in conjunction 
with a diligent ſearch after it, is the moſt 


likely means of our growing in real kno-oẽwW - 
ledge (through divine aſſiſtance) but how 


great an enemy to this 1s an idle conſump- 


tion of time? or a miniſter's intangling im 


ſelf with the affairs of this life? He, that 
would be an able miniſter of Jeſus, muſt ſet 


a high value * his * time; he 
muſt 


„ 
0 carefully redeem it from needleſs fleep Ps 
from impertinent viſits, and other trifling 
amuſements. And they that will not per- 

mit their miniſter to be much in his ſtudy, 
may expect to his ſhame, and their coſt, that 
he will trifle in the pulpit, and be deſpiſed 
outof it. A miniſter, however, ſhould not 
| ſhut himſelf up from the world ſo as to be 

a ſtranger in it, or unacquainted with men 
and manners. A competent knowledge in 


theſe things is every whit as neceſſary as the 


knowledge of books. What pity is it, that- 
the . of both ſo ſeldom go toge- 
err 
But let me add, that minifter's ſtudies 
ſhould not be purſued to the deſtruction of 
his health; to the ſupport of which, and 
thereby to the prolongation. of his uſefyl- 
neſs, air and exerciſe are almoſt as neceflary 
as daily food. For a ſtudious, recluſe and 
| ſedentary life often brings on the moſt ob- 
ſtinate diſeaſes by imperceptible degrees. 
Some ſtudy too much, but more too little. 
Without a familiar acquaintance with the 
holy ſcriptures, and other practical writings, 
how ſhould the mind be happily furniſhed 
with ſuitable ideas, or the tongue with per- 
tinent expreſſions either in praying or preach. _ 
ing ? And the proper ſeaſon for ſtoring your 
memories with * of holy ſcripture is 
While 


( 6 þ g 
while you are young. Read them above a 


writings. Read them Aar, 


2. You ſhould take heed to the fate of 85 
| your ſouls. 
True ſanctification is eſſential to the very 
baſis of your work. Without real righte- 
ouſneſs and piety it is impoſſible (let your | 
other qualities be ever ſo great) that you 
mould perform your office, as you ought *, 
Jour buſineſs is to aſſiſt others in their de- 
votion towards God, and in his name to per- 
ſuade men to be holy | in heart and life. Is 
it to be ſuppoſed, that you ſhould perform- 
theſe ſervices i in the beſt manner, without be- 
ing ſincerely devout yourſefves, and your 
ſelves perſuaded to be holy? Can you expect 
to raiſe in others the ardent breathings of 
ll genuine piety (when you are their mouth in 
3 Prayer) unleſs you are filled with unfeigned 
20 reverence of the divine perfection? 
| If you have not known how bitter and evil 
= a thing fin is, and felt the power of divine 
—_— a. if 0 have not the Wet TT 
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l Epict. lib. 3. diatr. c. 6. 
5 3 Cur autem illi vobis potentiores ſunt 7 quia putida illa ita 


3h proterunt, ut ſentiunt; vobis vero elegantia iſta in Labiis naſ- 
=. cuntar ; eaque de cauſa;infirma ſunt, et mortua 3 nec fine faſ- 
| tidio audiri poſſunt adhortationes vet Et miſera virtus, 


quæ ſuſque deque jactatur. Ita vos * vincunt. 


tions 


1 
ions ac the favour of God, and all the 
bleſſings that flow from it; if your hearts 
are not enlarged with gratitude for the mer- 
cies of redeeming love, how ſhould you lead 
and animate your people in their de votions? 
How ſhould you worſhip God with them i in 
ſpirit and in truth? 
Unleſs you have had the happy experience 
of real chriſtians under the various culture 
of divine grace, how ſhould you be able to 
addreſs yourſelves to others in publick or pri- 
vate on the weighty ſubject of their falva- 
tion? Unleſs you know the terrors of the Lord, 
| how ſhould you perſuade men? How ſhould 
| you juſtly repreſent the worth of a Saviour, 
with all the bleſſed fruits of his righteouſ- : 
neſs, or obedience unto death, who thro' the 
grace of God hath taſted death for every man? 
If you have only he form, not the power 
of godlineſs ; if you have not felt the exult- 
ing joy of a ſelf-approving heart, the in- 
ward triumph that ariſeth from a ſenſe of 
divine approbation, and good hope thro grace, 
how ſhould you ſet in a ſtriking light the 
beauties of holineſs and the elevating Plea- 
ſures of religion? 

If you have not a conſcientious regard to 
the truſt repoſed in you; if your hearts are 
not fired with love to Chriſt and to the ſouls 

of men, is it to be expected, that in a world 
thick ſet with temptations of various kinds, 
you 


(8) 
-you ſhould be faithful to your Lord, whoſe 
work you have undertaken? Will a hireling 
uſe his utmoſt endeavour to feed the flock? 
to preſerve the ſheep from going aſtray ? 


loved him, his Lord required him to give 
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5 good men and thorow chriſtians, in order to 
|| your being faithful and worthy miniſters of 
_ = the Goſpel. If your hearts are not eſta- 
ll | | liſhed in the belief of another life; if your 
5 affections are not raiſed above this periſhing 

| * world by the hope of everlaſting bleſſedneſs? 

If by this your minds are not duly poiſed in 
=_ - all the fluctuations of proſperous and adverſe 
[18 circumſtances, how can you ſpeak a word in 
[| ſeaſon to perſons in the extremes of outward 


great 70 count all things but dung and droſs, 
that they may vin Chriſt Jeſus? or the moſt 
afflicted and depreſs d to reckon the ſufferings 
of this preſent time not worthy to be compared 
to the glory that remaineth to be revealed? You 
- ought firſt to experience the efficacy of di- 
vine truth and evangelical principles in your 
own hearts, before you can be thoroughly 
qualified to diffuſe the influence of theſe 
N things 


| condition? How can you induce the rich and 
| 
| 


or if loſt, to ſeek and recover them? No 
ſuch thing. When Peter declared that he 


of his doing ſo, by feeding his ſheep. = 


(9): 


og of through the hearts of your peo- 
e 

6 But I muſt add, you ſhould ever look to 
the preſent temper of your minds, that this 
may be not only good but as pros and heavenly 
as may be. Without this, how barren and 
; unprepared will you appear in your work, 


when on many occaſions you are ſuddenly 


called to it? To reſolve the doubts of the 
melancholy ; to pray with the fick ; to diſ- 
cCourſe to byſtanders in the apartments of the 
dying? Or to comfort your people in the 
depth of ſorrow for ſome departed relative, 
or under the ſhock of ſome unexpected and 
| overwhelming calamity ? unleſs you ftrive to 
keep your minds in a truly ſpiritual and hea- 
venly frame, you will neither be prepared 
for theſe ſudden calls to occaſional duty, nor 
the more ſtated ſervices of the ſanctuary. 
You ſhould therefore keep the holy fire of 
a good and devout temper always alive, and 
as much as poſſible, always flaming on the 
altars of your hearts, that ye may be conti- 
nually in readineſs to direct and animate your 
people on all occaſions in the concerns of 
their ſouls and ern. 


'® See the temper, character, and duty of a miniſter of the 
| Goſpel ; a moit excellent diſcourſe; by Leechman, the 
preſent worthy profeſſor of divinity in Glaipo: v. 


5 3. Take 


(1) 


8. Take heed to the example you ſet be- | 


fore your people. 


St. Paul faith to Timothy ; Let no man de- 


8 75 thy youth, but be thou an example of the | 


levers in word, in converſation, in charity, 


in faith, in purity. Such an example will 
give dignity to youth as well as to riper years ; 


and without this both will be deſpiſed. The 
fame apoſtle commands Titus, in all things 
fo ſhew himſelf à pattern of good works. I 
charitably hope, my brethren, you will duly 


| obſerve the direction. The eyes of God and 
men are upon you; let God and men be wit- 


neſſes, how Holily, and juſtly, and unblamably 
you behave in the world. Let there be as lit- 
tle reaſon as poſſible for this remark concern- 


- 


ing any of you, viz. He ſays one thing and 
r : 


As a miniſter of Jeſus ſhould imbibe the 


ſpirit of his divine maſter, ſo in his daily 
walk he ſhould always follow his ſteps; 
in lowlinefs and meekneſs, in contentment 
and patience, in all rational mortification of 
the fleſh, contempt of the world, and due 
regulation of his affections; that ſo he may 

be under the dominion of no carnal appe- 
tite, a ſlave to no ſenſual, ſordid paſſion, but 
be ſober and chaſte and peaceable in word 


and deed. Strict integrity in all your tranſ- 


actions with men, and diffufive charity to 


per- 


Een] - 
_ perſons of every denomination, together with 
unfeigned piety to God, ſhould are, ſhould 
give a luſtre to your characters. 

St. Paul faith, 2 Siſbop (i. e. any overſeer 
or preſbyter in the church) ſhould be blame- 
leſs, ſober, of good behaviour, given to hoſpi- 
. a not given to wine, no ſtriker, not gree- 
dy of filthy lucre, not a brawler, but patient 
(i. e. of ſuch treatment from others as great- 
ly tries the temper) being gentle to all men. 
One (if a maſter of a family) bat rulerh well 
| bis own family; having (if a parent) his 
children in ſubjection in all gravity. Your 


being a pattern of good works will give or- 


nament to your chriſtian profeſſion, dignity _ 
to your function, and energy to your dif- 
courſes. When your ſermons are a tranf- 

cript of your exemplary lives, they will have 
more of the noble art of perſuaſion, of true 
rhetorick in them, than all the rules of lo- 
gic and language can afford “. 
When Julian (the apoſtate) ſaw what a 
wonderful effect the holineſs of their lives, 
who were employed in the work of the 
chriſtian miniſtry, had upon their followers, | 
what reverence and attention it gained them, 
to the great decay of idolatry, he appointed 
ſeveral ſtrict rules of temperance and virtu- 
ous behaviour, to be obſerved by the pagan 


3 Tjon®- — 0 adi ru Myul®- N Kaye; 


2 prieſts, 


(n) 


prieſts, in order to give them greater influ- 


_ ence in perſuading others to worſhip their 


f 1019-0106 5 
A good life will greatly recommend the 


doctrines you preach, and give a becoming 
boldneſs to your exhortations and reproofs; 
but if your conduct is. not according to god- 
lineſs, you will be aſhamed to preach againſt 
any wickedneſs, which you practiſe; or if 


you have confidence enough to preach againſt 


it, you will do it very ſuperficially and faint- 


ly ; but do it how you will, you will be ve- 


ry little regarded, ſo long as your practice 
gives the lie to your preaching. The ſcoffer 
will ſay, Phyfician heal thyſelf; or more ſe- 
verely, Satan reproves ſin. Nay farther, 
your wicked examples will tend more to 
make men infidels and libertines, than your 


preaching to make them ſober and religious: 

* Bp. Burnet declares, That ſome who 
ce had been fatally corrupted by deiſtical ſen- 
e timents, confeſſed to him, that nothing 


promoted this ſo much in them, as the 


very bad opinion they took up of clergy- 
men of all ſides; not ſeeing in them that 
« ſtrictneſs of life, that contempt of the 

« world, that zeal, that meekneſs, that hu- 
« mility, charity, Sc. which a firm belief 


of the doctrines of the chriſtian religion 


* Preface to his paſtoral care, p. 24. 


t muſt 


( 13) 
* muſt (in their apprehenion) certainly pro- 
_ due, 
Therefore let the ſimplicity and 1 
f of your lives convince others, that you fully 
believe what you preach: This will not on- 
ly ſhew your hearers what it is to be good 
and pious, but will tend to allure them to an 
imitation of your graces, and will (as we ob- 
ſerved) give the om. weight to all you 
1 : 
. ſhould be taken to compleat and a- 
An your character, as much as may be. 
Indiſcretions often ſpoil a reputation, and 
greatly diminiſh the proper influence of an 
example, which on the whole is a good one. 
Some prudentials I might here mention, 
which nearly concern a miniſter's character, 
and affect his uſefulneſs, Me ſbould cut off 
occaſion from thoſe that j'ek occafion by our 
avoiding the appearance of eh; not know- 
ingly and wantonly giving offence to the 
weakeſt of our flocks; acting on the ſame 
principle with the apoſtle, who ſaid, if meat 
make my brother to offend, I will eat no fleſh © 
while the world ſtands; becoming all things to 
24 men, ſo long as we are under the law to 
"bet: b 
We ſhould be cordial; in all our e 
of reſpect for others; punctual in obſerving 
our word, and keeping to appointments. 


Woe 


* 2K —̊W — —„—ũ s ! 2 


We ſhould not only be fortified with re- 


ſolution enough to do what duty commands, 


but what prudence requires, in oppoſition 


to the moſt powerful ſtreams of example 


and ſolicitation from others 
We ſhould be watchful leſt the kindneſs 


of our friends, who invite us to their tables, 
become a ſnare to us; being ſo much on our 
guard againſt temptation, as not only to pre- 
ſerve our healths uninjured, but our charac- 
ters unſullied. For a miniſter's taſte and 
talent to appear at a plentiful table, more 
than any where elſe, is exceſſively reproach- 
ful, and will not fail to render him an of- 


fence to the ſober, and even a jeſt to the 
libertine. How much this will hinder his 
uſefulneſs with both, I need not ſax. 
Great caution ſhould be uſed in free and 


familiar converſation, that we run not into 
inadvertencies; uttering all our minds, or 
_ diſcovering a light, ludicrous, frothy ſpirit. 
Let it never be ſaid, My miniſter came 
here to-day only to make me laugh.” I 
have heard the laity remark it to a miniſter's. 
diſadvantage, who (in their opinion) too 
much indulged a habit of retailing jeſts and 


merry ſtories in company; and if ſo, what 


occaſion for cenſure does that miniſter give, 


who allows himſelf in any diſcourſe that is 
obſcene, or that borders on it? £486 
— 2 We 


<> 


or avoided by the gay. A natural auſterity 
is irkſome to the young and lively, but af- 
fectation in putting on an artificial ſolemnity 
of look, or tone of voice, is diſguſtful to all 
men of ſenſe, and gives religion the air of 
: ef A miniſter may be ſerious without 


(as) 


We ſhould maintain a due medium the. 


tween a forbidding auſterity and ſenſeleſs 


mirth, leſt we be cenſured by the grave, 


ing ſullen, as well as chearful without 
running into the exceſs of mirth. We 


| ſhould neither cauſe religion to look fri ght- 
ful like a . nor richculous like a 
- yes. - 


Its power ſhould govern, and its bene | 


adorn us. In us it ſhould appear eaſy, but 


commanding; giving both gary and chear- 


fulneſs to our manner. 


All low and worthleſs company likewiſe 


ſhould be avoided by us, when we have no 
neceſſary buſineſs with ſuch, nor any proſ- 
pect of doing good to their fouls. : 


Thus I have given you ſome hints relating 


to your ſelues; to your ſtudies, to your inter- 
nal ſanctity, and to the example of your 


outward behaviour ; all tending to qualify | 


you for, and to ſtrengthen your hands i in 


the work of the miniſtry. 


I am next to exhort you to take heed to 


1 


| all the flock. 


(16 ) 

But before I ſpeak to the point of your 
publick performances, permit me to ſpecify 
a few things relating to your private inter- 
courſe with your people. |. 

If we would ſerve thoſe that are under 
our care in the goſpel, we muſt not need- 
leſsly meddle in their worldly affairs; much 
leſs in their family diſputes; nor ſo much as 

hear from them complaints of one another, 
j which we cannot remedy. _ 

5 We ought not to divulge the private con- 
| 8 cerns of one family in another, much leſs 
1 any ſecrets communicated to us, when our 
council was aſked. Nor is a prying, inqui- 
ſitive humour in a miniſter at all N 

to his people. 
. In our intercourſe with thoſe of our flock; 
1 | we ſhould rule our own ſpirit ſo effecually, 
as to overlook their lights, and bear with 
| _ FM their frowardneſs, as we defire they ſhould 
1 be candid to our failings. Of all perſons 
in the world I would not quarrel with thoſe 
under my care, fo long as I have any deſire 
of doing them good ; but St. Paul requires 
Timothy and Titus to reprove and rebuke with 
all authority, as well as to exhort with all long 
ſuffering ; tho perſonal reproof requires the 
utmoſt diſcretion in a miniſter, that the pro- 
pereſt time, place and manner of giving it 
may be choſen. 2 


—— AY — — > — — —— — — 
8 — — — 
— SY 9" AA a 


q 70 

If in che Aicvark of others any thing 
paſfeth before us, that is lewd or profane, 
tho! we cannot reprove it perhaps without 
: cafing pearls before ſwine, yet we may ſhew 
| our diſapprobation of it by an exprelive ſi- 
| lence, br leaving the company: Thus we 
ſhall not be partakers of other men's fins by 
giving countenance to that in are, which 1 
we exclaim againft in publick. 5 
Remember that one important part (not 
the leaſt difficult perhaps) is ting your 
4 This is neceſſary in order to know 
| the ſtate of their ſouls. Be condeſcending 
and courteous to them, that they may be 
_ encouraged to be open and free with you, ſo 
long as they obſerve a decent reſpect to your 
character. Viſit all without exception, but 
more eſpecially the ſick and diſtreſſed, if you 

know they are ſo (and farely, as it is their 
buſineſs, they or their friends will take care 
to inform you, if your preſence is deſired.) 
The fick and dejected need your prayers and 
advice. At fuch a ſeaſon their minds are 
moſt ſuſceptible of good impreſſions, and 

they will permit you to ſay thoſe things ta 
them, which they would not bear in a time 
of health and proſperity. Make much of 
your viſits to all, eſpecially to thoſe in trou- 
ble, for their ſpiritual good. Wiſely adapt 
pour diſcourſe to their cafe, and to that of 
others, who may be then preſent with them. 
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A word fitly ſpoken is like apples of gold in 
pictures f filver. Be ſhort, but Bn ih 


in your prayers with the ſick ; they cannot 


in their circumſtances bear a tedious ſervice. 


Let not viſits of mere ceremony, or uſeleſs 
converſation, encroach too much on your 


time and work. Rejoice with thaſe that do 
rejoice, and weep 71 K 

your people ſee that you fincerely love and 
ſympathiſe with them in every condition; 


thoſe that weep. Let 


that you ſeek not theirs but them; that you la- 


bour among them, not for filthy lucre's ſake, 
% t 
A ſpecial eye ſhould be had in private to 
forming the ring generation to righteouſneſs 


and piety. Catechiſing may be made of the 


greateſt uſe to them; if hereby the firſt 


principles of religion are plain! y unfol de . 


according to the ſimplicity of the goſpel, 


without confounding their weak minds with 
matters of controverfy, or mere ſpeculation, 


or things which they cannot underſtand. 
If they are religiouſly inclined, encourage 
them betimes in life to avow their relation 


to Chriſt by a public celebration of his 
death; this would greatly promote the in- 
tere ſt of the church of Chriſt : For if per- 


ſons come not to the Lord's ſupper, while 
they are young, it is often (I find it by woe- 
ful experience) a work of difficulty to bring 
them to it after ward. ee eee e 
TY Farther, 


(419) 

Y Farther. We ſhould be far from fording 
it over God's heri tage; from giving way to 
an impoſing ſpirit. When apoſtles declare, 
they have no dominion over the faith of chriſ- 
tians, but are only helpers of tbeir joy, we 
ought to aſſume no authority over the church 
of Chriſt; to inſiſt on no teſt of chriſtian 
truth, but his revealed, written word; on no 
mode of worſhip, no terms of communion, 
but thoſe preſcribed by the Goſpel. We 
ſhould chearfully allow every one the right, 
we claim, of private judgment; and in the 
ſober uſe of it receive him not to doubtful % 
 putation, but, tho' he differ from us in opi- 


1 nion, with arms of brotherly kindneſs. This 


is the only way of preſerving the unity of the 
ſpirit in the bond of peace. 
„ Attempting an uniformity in opinion 
« breeds diſſention; permitting a latitude in 
* opinion begets unity. It was as much the 
intention of providence, that there ſhould 
4 be difference of opinions, as of perſons, 
nor is it to be imagined, that God, who 
©« ſo formed man, is offended with ſuch dif- 
te ference of opinion on any ſubject *. 

It is worthy of remark, that how much 
ſoever faith is to be eſteemed a divine grace, 
or hope the exaltation of a pure mind, yet 


charity, which thinketh no evil, is in the 


, Hay's Religio Philo, p. 222, 3. 5 
D 2 judg- 


(40) 
jt N ed an inſpired apoſtle preferable to 
bs 2 * 2eal without knowledge, uncha- 
ritableneſs and perſecution (ſome of the worſt | 
things in popery) may poſſibly be found a- 
mong proteſtants. Would to God they ne- 
ver had been found among them. Is it not | 
worth conſideration, that theſe things are of 
all others moſt directly contrary to the prin- 
eiples of the chriſtian religion, and fo fun- 
damentally deſtructive of the ſpirit and in- 
tention of it, that the apoſtle Paul, becauſe 
he had formerly acted on theſe corrupt dia- 
| bolical j inciples, f ſtiles himſelf, The chief of 
* 


80 much for your private intercunſ with 
your on. 8 


Let me now remind you of your public : 
work, © 
As to PRAYER. 
Tho' a miniſter in his retirement may ſuit 

matter and manner to his own edification, yet 

in publick he ought * to ſuit them to 
that of his people. 


' Your whole attitude and manner ſhould be 


grave and modeſt. Your eyes not wandring 

or dropt on the audience; but (inaſmuch as 

pou do not read your prayers) either cloſed, 

or fixed upwards, which has more of the 

figure of devotion. You ſhould allow s 
elves 


(21) 


geſtures or tone of voice, 


ſelves in no bodily 


that are unnatural in ſach a ſolemn work. 


The obje## of your addreſs ſhould be the 


Father of — invoked in the name of 
the Lord Jeſus, and through the ſpirit of his 
grace. Vou ſhould never forget to whom 


you are addrefling yourſelves, leſt you ſlide 


inco the appearance of preaching or diſcourſ- 
ing to the people. Yet the prayer after 


preaching may have a particular reſpect to = 


the heads of the ſermon. 
The matter ſhould be copious, adapted 


to the ſtate of your people, of your coun- 
try, of the church, and of the world in ge- 


neral. 


Its extent never long and tedious ; never 
ſpun out by 3 digreffions or tauto- 


logy. 


plain, expreſſive and clear as — be, never 
uncouth. 


= pronunciation however lively and 
fervent, yet ſufficiently deliberate and diſ- 
tinct, that all may be able to hear and join 


with you. 
The connection cloſe 1 bens 


The method eaſy and natural, but often 
varied, as well as the expreſſion. 


The language often ſcriptural, 8 


The whole, tho' not a form, yet well * nn 


geſted tho' conducted by the underſtand- 
ng, yet dictated by the heart; and tho- 
1 "_ 
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(022) 
roughly adapted by divine affitabic to raiſe” 
the ſoul to God; to fill her with reverence 
of his perfections, with adoration of his 
grace, with gratitude for his mercies, with 


_ contrition for fin, with the ſpirit of ſuppli- 
cation for every needful bleſſing, and with 
bumble, unſhaken truſt in his Providence, 

and grace thro” Jeſus Chriſt. 


In order to your performing this difficult 


important ſervice well, conſult the valuable 

_ writings of Bp. Wilkins, Mr. Henry, Dr. 
Watts, profeſſor Leechman, &c. on the ſub- 
ject. Frequently read ſuch paſſages of ſcrip- 
ture as may be fitly introduced into your 
_ prayers. Avail yourſelves of premeditation, 
and habituate your minds daily to the exer- 
_ eiſe of devotion, relying « on the ſpirit of all 


* . 


As to your SERMONS---But I bluſh at 


the thought of proceeding, knowing by ex- 


rience how much more ealy it is to give 


rules than to obſerve them. 


The Introduction ſhould be commonly | 
ſhort, the explanatory part always clear, the 
argumentative ſtrong, and the application 


impreſſed on the conſcience with earneſtneſs 
and warmth. 


'The method eaſy both to the underſtanding - 


; und memory. And the execution conform 


able to the plan laid down. All ſo natu- 
', 


pe (23) 
ral, that little or no art may appear; yet ſtu- 
died with as much care as art can deviſe; 
and delivered with the utmoſt freedom and 
A propriety. ; 
GBreat care ſhould be taken of the 1 ; 
much more than is uſually taken; and for 
want of which many a good diſcourſe, is ut- 
terly ſpoiled, or loſeth much of its beauty 
and force. But I muſt not enter into parti- 
culars on this head. Permit me however to 
recommend to your attentive peruſal the di- 
rections of thoſe who have wrote well on the 
ſubject *; and in general to obſerve, that in 
order to ſpeak well you ſhould always do it 
as naturally as poſſible. You ſhould keep 
poſſeſſion of yourſelves, or be as little dit- 
compoſed as may be; you muſt underſtand 
vat you ſay, ſay nothing but what you ful- 
ly believe, and ſtrongly feel thoſe affections 
you would raiſe in others ; adapting the 
voice and geſture with ſimplicity and dignity 
to the matter in hand. 


as. Cicer. Hor. Wine. Among the Hadith. The art of 
preaching, . by the late ingenious profeſſor Fordyce. Pulpit | 
_ eloquence, by his brother the revd. Mr. James Fordyce. An 
admirable diſcourſe! And Action proper for the pulpit; ſaid 
to be done by the ſame hand. Maſon on elocution. Short 
but comprebenſive. The art of ſpeaking in publick, Oe. 

I Ur ridentibus arrident, ita flentibus adflent humani yul- 
tus Si vis me flere, dolenduni elt Lure 225 tibi. 3 
de art. poet. 


As 


(a) 
As to the Ian guage. Study platngeſs rather - 
13 politeneſs. Plainneſs is not repugnant 
to elegance. Chuſe to be underſtood and 
felt, .rather than dazzle the e * i of the mind. 
Give your expreffi ion * * by ſeripture 
phraſes, choſen by enſe rather than 
found. Neither file ſo low, as to be 
deſpiſed by the judicious, nor ſoar ſo 
high as to be out of the reach of the vul- 
gar. In imitation of the royal preacher, 
we ſhould ſeek to nd out accepta le words, 
| yet ſuch as . eaſy to be underſtood. = 
A plain, ferious, practical, lively preach- 
er is of all others moſt likely to do good. 
 _ This leads me to ſpeak of the matter of 
a ſermon. The pious Dr. Watts obſerves * 
That practice is the chief deſign of doc- 
* trine, therefore the good preacher be- 
e ſtoves moſt of his labor on this part of 
* his office; and intermingles much of the 
< pathetic under. every particular.“ 5 
And Bp. Burnet T. All that can be 
« truly intended in preaching is to make 
« ſome portions of ſcripture to be rightly un- 
* derſtood ; to make thoſe truths contained in 
c them more fully apprehended, and then to 
e lay the matter home to the conſciences of 


the hearers; fo Cirecting all to ſome good 
40 and practical end. 7 


* Poſt. works, p. 70. f Pali, care, p. 217. 
© And 


< 25 ) 5 

And in another place * he faith, That 

& ſermon, that makes every one go away ſi- 
&* lent and grave, and haſtening to be alone 
to meditaie or pray over the matter of i it 
in ſecret, has had its true effect. 
If this is juſt, we have little to do with 
dry ſpeculation, and leſs with angry, barren 
controverſy ; with friving about words to no 


profit, but to the ſubverting of the hearers. 


We ſhould not rail at, or vent our diſplea- I 


ſure againſt particular perſons or fects. As 
| Archbp. Sharp faith (alluding to an expreſ- 
ſion. of Chillngworth) In the pulpit we 
e ſhould appear to have no enemies, but 8a- 


5 3 tan and fin.” 
We ſhould never ack the prej 1 of 5 
men with uncharitableneſs, ſpleen and vio- 


lence. Paſſion is the worſt thing we can uſe 
in order to drive out error and prejudice. 
Gentleneſs and good will are to an argu- 
ment, oppoſing received opinions, as oil to 
the edge of an inſtrument. 

As in a ſtorm every man girds his coat, 
or wraps his cloak the cloſer about him; but in 
the heat of ſhun-ſhine throws them open, 
or perhaps off his ſhoulders; ſo it is with 
men reſpecting their prejudices. Furiouſly 


attack them, and they will but hold them 


ſo much the faſter. Treat them with mild- 


* / Burnet Paſt. care, p. 224. 


E „„ * 
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neſs, and in time perhaps they may willin 

ly throw them off PIER TROP GET * 

A miniſter ought not to expect that his 
people ſhould yield an implicit aſſent to 
what he ſays, or accept of his aſſertions 


© 
% 


inſtead of proofs. They may juſtly expect 


that he ſhould prove what he aſſerts, and 
his proofs ought to be drawn from reaſon or 
revelation : Nor ſhould he ever ſet revela- 
tion againſt, as if it were an enemy to rea- 
ſon; or quote revelation in proof of any 
point without duly conſidering tbe con- 
nection and real meaning of the paſſage he 
PP) / ͤ 
| You have this day engaged to make di- 

vine revelation your grand rule in perform- 

ing this as well as other parts of your office. 
From this pure fountain you ſhould draw 
your doctrines. You ſhould vindicate the 
divine authority and ſufficiency of ſcripture, 
and let the authority of ſcripture vindicate 
all you ſay. This is calling no man father 
or maſter upon earth, but holding Jeſus as 
your ſole maſter, as the lord and head of his 

church *. 80 n 


* See Burgh on the Dignity of human nature, p. 151, 
152. You have there ſome very uſeful obſervations on 
E in a little compaſs. The whole book is like a 
ibrary in miniature; and may be of great uſe to miniſlers 
and others, 5 Me OW 
Our 


(27) 
Our buſineſs is to © enlighten, convince, 
© and perſuade.” If in the pulpit we are 


to be burning and ſhining lights, our dif- 
courſes. ought to communicate both light 


and heat. We ſhould ſpeak to the head 


and heart. A judicious preacher will in- 
form the judgment; an uſeful one will (if 
poſſible) bear down upon his audience, ſet 
fire to the heart, and captivate every hearer. 
A biſhop muſt ſhew himſelf approved of God, 
 @ workman that needs not to be aſhamed, roght- 
4 dividing the word of truth. TO 
By pointing out the grandeur, the beauty, 
and the goodneſs of his works, we ſhould 
evince the being and attributes of God. 
We ſhould ſpeak of his unity, perfections, 
and providence in a manner moſt worthy of 


the ſupreme fountain of all good. 


We ſhould repreſent the divine adorable 
excellencies of Jeſus, the Son of God, and 
of the Holy Spirit, in all the ſublime, ex- 

alted /anguage of the facred writings. To 


this we ſhould cloſely adhere, becauſe from 


hence alone we derive our knowledge of 
them. : 
To ſinners, loaded with gullt and embar- 
raſſed with weakneſs and temptation, we 
ſhould explain and magnify the mediatorial 
offices of the Son of God, the Saviour of 
the world; and ſpeak of the Holy Spirit, as 


both able and ready to direct them, yea to 
E 2 ſtrengthen 


= = 
frengthen, chem with might in in the inner 
man. | 
We ſhould od the grace of God; we. 
ſhould preach the glad tidings of the Goſ- 
| pel, ſhewing what and how reaſonable the 
terms of ſalvation are; inviting and preſſing 
all men to accept of them. Out buſineſs is 
| to preach, not ourſelves, but the Lord Yeſus; 
warning every man, and teaching every man, 
that we may preſent every man perfet# in 
Cbriſt Jeſus; ſpeaking the truth with fince- 
rity and boldneſs, as thoſe that are far more 
defirous of the praiſe of God than the praiſe 
of men; communicating the whole council of 
God as far as it eſſentially concerns the ſalva- 
tion of men; not Handling the word of God. 
deceitfully, but by manifeſtation of the truth, 
commending ourſekves to every man's. conſcience 
in the firht of God; in doctrine ſhewing un- 
corruptneſs, gravity, ſincerity, aun Jpeech, 
that cannot be condemned. 
Wo ſhould preach repentance towards God. 
and faith in our Lord Feſus Chriſt ; that faith 
that 400rks by love, that "4 mers the beart and 
_ overcomes the world, thro' the effectual ope- 
ration of the Holy Spirit, working in them 
that reſiſt not his power. 
We ſhould ſpeak of the covenant of 8 grace a as 
iaſeparably connecting the duties and — 


leges of a chriſtian, 0 b 


=_ 

We muſt carefully inculcate the duties of 
both tables, i. e. all the duties that are in- 
tluded in love to God and love to men; 
not as meritorious of ſalvation, but necellary 

to prepare men for it. ; 

We ought not to con nive at a faſhionable 
vices and corrupt cuſtoms of the age. Cry 
' aloud, ſhare not. Lift up thy voice like a 
trumpet, and ſhew my people their tranſgreſſiun 
and the houſe of Jacob their fins, is the enarge. 
of God to his prophet Iſaiah. 
Io thoſe that are truly religious we ſhould : 
preach up the ſublimity of holineſs; that 
Cleanſing themſelves from all filthi neſs of 
/b and ſpirit, they may always aim at per- 
*Fefling bolineſs in the fear of the Lord. 
We ſhould enforce the holy laws of Jeſus 

by his divine authority, by the ſanctions of 
his Goſpel, by his perfect example, and by 
his meritorious ſufferings. By an affectio- 
nate diſplay of a Redeemer's love to ſinners, . 
ſhould we not try to kindle their love to 
him? and by this generous principle to lead 
them to repentance and zewneſs of life? Can 
a better ſubje& preſent itſelf for this pur- 
poſe? One that would be more proper to 


| awaken love and gratitude in a human heart? 


to diſſolve it in ſhame. and ſorrow for fin? 


or to ſtir it up to conſtant cheerful, vigo- 


rous obedience to Jeſus? And as the Father 
Y mercies hath not ſpared his only begotten, | 
the 


. 
the expreſs ; mage of his perſon, but deli tered 
bim up for us all, that with and by him he 
might freely give us all things, making him 
to us wiſdom, juſtification, ſanctification, and 
% redemption, how largely ſhould we expa- 
tiate on this amazing inſtance of divine 
grace: F 
26 Wunde digreſs a little concerning the 
manner of ſpeaking on theſe ſubjects I would 
_ aſk, With what ſtrength of language, with 
wha ardor of affection, ſhould we diſplay 
Will this compaſſion of the Father and the Son? 
. Ho ſhould we melt the hearts of our hear- 
li ers with the tendereſt ſenſe of this unequal'd 
tore? How ſhould the theme glow in our 
lips and warm our audience? What good 
will to. men was here! when Jeſus in com- 
pliance to the Father's will quitted the form 
of God to aſſume the form of a ſervant ? 
When he left the riches and glory of hea- 
ven, to make himſelf poor, that we thro' 
his poverty might be made rich! When he 
willingly endured hunger and wearineſs and 
| lofs of fleep, when be went about doing good, 
tho? for doing this he was deſpiſed and calum- 
niĩated and — beyond meaſure ! Can 1 
—_— ſpeax of his enduring ſuch reproach and 
—_—  - ſüfferings for a guilty race with unanima- 
1 ted language? Can 1 ſhew my people the 
r judgment all, in which the bleſſed Jeſus, 


4 1 the ſpotleſs lamb of God, Was n 
al i | | IKC 
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| like a malefactor, moſt fallly accuſed, and 
even delivered to the malice of his enemies 
by the ſame judge that pronounced him in- 
nocent? Can I deſcribe the madneſs of the 
Roman ſoldiers, that cruelly mocked him, 
that ſpat in his face, that drove the pointed 
thorns into his venerable head? Can I ſet 


forth the rage of his bowelleſs countrymen, 


that hurried him to Calvary, and did ſuch 


things to him there, as the ſun could not 


behold, as the earth could not bear without 
trembling, as ſeemed to throw all nature in- 
to convulſions? Can I declare what is e- 
nough to aſtoniſh the whole univerſe, hvww 

the Son of God was crucified for the ſin of the 

world; and do all this in a lifeleſs, drowſy 
manner? As if I could drop alleep with the 
croſs of Jeſus before me, the very moment 
I am looking on his body, nailed to the cur- 
{ed tree; on his wounds all bleeding, on his 
countenance pale as death itſelf, his very 


ſoul expiring in an agony ? Is ſuch ſtupidity . 


of heart, ſuch an unmoving repreſentation 
of the moſt affecting ſcene becoming a 
preacher of the goſpel? When his mind 
ſhould feel the deepeſt impreſſions of won- 
der and gratitude, his heart melt within him, 
and his words pierce thro' the foul of every: 
hearer ? 

But whither doth this Secs carry me? 
I return to the matter of a ; ſermon. 


Por 
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the freedom, the worth, the plen 
divine mercy, and all the horrors of incenſed 
juſtice. Thus lay before them everlaſting 


ß 9 
For the benefit of all kinds of heafers, 


n ſhould frequently ſet in oppoſition the 
beau 


ties of holineſs and the deformity of fin ; 
itude of, 


life and death. You can do nothing more 


to your purpoſe than opening to their minds 
the boundleſs, awful proſpect of eternity. 
Therefore contraſt the brighteſt glories of 
heaven with the deepeſt ſhades of hell. 


Frequently preſent to their thoughts the pale 


image of the king of terrors, and all the 
revealed ſolemnities of the day of judgment. 
Cauſe them by the power of an awakened 


imagination to think of themſelves as lying 


on their death-beds, and taking their laſt 
farewell of this world, and all their weep- 
ing friends, when theſe can neither prevent 


their flight into eternity, nor aſcertain its 


ſafety: In this apprehenſion make them feel 
lif poſſible) the full force of every thought 


and of every paſſion, which in that criſis 
would be uppermoſt in their hearts, would 


wholly engroſs them. Thus excite in them 
before hand that hope or terror, which re- 
ceiving their laſt ſummons, which the near- 


eſt proſpect of the judgment ſeat of Chriſt, 


would raiſe in their hearts 
This is the way (by divine bleſſing) to re- 


claim the ſinner and edify the faint ; to make 


8 the 


PO (88) 
the word of Jeſus the (ond of life to them | 
that hear it. 
__To-fum up all. 1 is che Bullies. 60 a 
preacher of the Goſpel, to inſtru the ig- 
noramt, to convince gainſayers; to perſwade 
the froward; to reſolve the doubting ; to 
confirm: the wavering; to rouſe the flug- 
gifh ;'t& recover the backſliding ; to encou- 
. the timorous; to comfort the ſorroẽw- 
to ſtrengthen the weak; to fortify the 
tem pted, to aſſiſt che ri 'ghteous 3 in holding on 
their way, and they that have clean bands in 
growing: ſtronger and longer. b 
80 much ſor Fa coil 
$ Ane ng the ſacraments, or r the or⸗ 
inde of baptiſm and the Lord's: ſupper, 
you ſhould place them in ſuch a light (bor- 
rowed from reaſon and reuelation) that every 
1255 perſon may ſee the inviolable obligation ly- 
ing upon all ehriſtians to obſerve them; and 
yet keep them in their proper place, as the 
appointed means of holineſs and comfort in 
che chriſtian church; neither flighting them, 
as tho' they had no near connection with 
ſubſtamial godlineſs ; nor over: rating, by 
n and og | na of their r 
ende 
_ 200 ehie hol ir Appen That! in — me 
ell work you have undertaken, you ought 


to manifeſt great wildom, care and zeal 3 
£13 | ſingular 


34) 
angular faithfulneſs and diligence ; the ut- 
moſt condeſcenſion and kindneſs to men; 

| the nobleſt fortitude and unwearied patience. | 

: Now, methinks, I hear you fay, Who is 

_ ſufficient for theſe things? But in all that re- 

| Aates to this important work, (to the per- 

| formance of it, and the hope of its ſucceſs) 

you muſt both earneſtly pray for and ulti- 

1 mately truſt in the ſpirit of divine grace. 

Will Paul may plant and Apollos may water, but 

Wil! God only giveth the increaſe. You can nei- 
ther take heed to yourſelves, nor to all the 
| flock without Praying much and event 

for both. 5 
If I might ſay one word not diredtly re- 
lating to your flocks, I would put you in 
=p mind, that the apoſtle faith, A b:/hop ſhould 

1 have a good report of them that, are without. 

b And commands Timothy to follow righte— 
 ouſneſs, charity and peace with them that call 
en the Lord out of a pure heart. 

Loet this induce you to behave with all hu- 

Sill manity and candor to thoſe of every commu- 

nion; converſe with them freely. Cultivate 

a good underſtanding with ſober and good 

| men (for ſuch there are) of all perſwaſions. 

f Þ _ Teſtify that you have learnt of your benevo- 

| | ll | lent maſter moderation, forbearance and cha- 

=_ rity towards all men. This is ſerving the 

18 e at Jeſus without tho: limits of your 

v8 own folds: 10 14 8 Fg 5 

Wi | Jn 
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In . to your brethren in the miniſtry, 
you know there is a duty owing to them. 
T chuſe to offer my advice to you on this 
head in the words of the worthy * a, 
who gave me and two other miniſters our 


charge, when we were ordained together. 


Avoid all ſtrife and hot contentions with 


them. Treat them as brethren. Speak 
cc yell of them to their hearers; and take 
all opportunities, that occur, of promot- 
e ing their acceptance and uſefulneſs in their 
« reſpective ſpheres. This is doing as we 
ce ourſelves would be done by. Beware of 
<« condemning them in any reſpect, or of 
« leſſening their reputation. Entertain no 
e uncharitable ſurmiſes on groundleſs re- 
ports, either of their faith or morals, 
« Satan is the accuſer of the brethren : 
Should not you and I dread an imitation 
e of that malignant fiend? But if any bro- 
* ther prove immoral and ſcandalous admo- 
e niſh him faithfully ; if he do not reform, 
e difown him as a brother. This you owe 
A to Chriſt and his church; ey to yourſelves 5 
* and the miniſtry.” 
This was like the advice of one, who had 
learned to copy after his divine maſter both 
in temper and life, 


* The * Mr. Mot terſhead of Mancheſter. 
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it. 
ſeveral «cone in aid of the apoiNe s In- 


an ardent /ov 
exert your abilities, that you may encourage 


« n 36 
And now I have ſo far laid your. work-be- 


fore you, reſpecting yourſelves and your 


flocks; 1 hope, I need not ſay much in or- 
der to induce you moſt religiouſly to obſerve 
However, permit me briefly to mention 


junction. 
It is a ſervice you 1 ate under- 


taken. A good office in which you have tbis 
day in the preſence of many witneſſes vowed 
to be faithful. 


to vow, 


You know it were better not 
than to vow and not to pay. 1 
Conſider (as was hinted above) that the 


eyes of God and of men are upon. you. The 


eyes of enemies as well as friends; of the for- 


mer in hope of your halting ; of the latter 
in hope of your acting as becomes you. 


OP the example of your Lord, the chief 
epherd of ſouls, continually before you, 
both as a pattern to copy after, and as a mo- 
tive to imitation in the paſtoral office. Let 
of Ge and piety excite you to 


and propagate ſuch amiable things, þ 
The ſucceſs of your work will contribute 
greatly to the public good. The preſent or- 
der and quiet of families, the peace of 
neighbourhoods, and cven the welfare of 
the whole nation all depend upon the righ- 
teous and good behaviour of particulars. 
In proportion therefore as you ſucceed in 


4 your 


(37) 


your work, you will be a bleſſing to whole 
families, to whole neighbourhoods, and even 
to a whole nation. Here | is exerciſe for a 
public ſpirit indeed! 
But the infinite value of fouls preſents 
{elf to your thoughts on this occaſion. And 
when you reflect that their final ſalvation 
may be promoted by your diligence, or their 
eternal deſtruction follow your neglect, a 
generous pity will ſurely move you to do all 
you can for their everlaſting good: Eſpeci- 
ally, when your time of doing it may quick- 
ly ceaſe, Death may filence your tongues, 
or remove them in a few * far out of the 
reach of your voice. 
Vou will not forget the near relation your 
people ſtand in to you; not only as you are 


- partakers of one blood, children of the 


ſame family, and members of the ſame myl- 
tical body of Chriſt, but in as much as they 
are committed to your care for their ſpiritual 
food; and muſt ſtarve perhaps if vou with- 
hold it from them. 
Should not the oe of Cod inſpire you 
with a tender concern for his fallen crea- 
tures? whom he loves as a common fa- 
ther; yea ſo abundantly as to give his only 
S begotten Son to redeem them from ſin and 
; death. 
_ --; Ad ought not your hoe 70 Fe ſus animate 
your hearts in your. work? You are em- 
ployed 


or WT 

ployed by him and for him in feeking the 
falvation of his church, which he purchaſed 
201th his own blood. Therefore your trifling 

with ſouls will be trifling with the precious 
blood of your Lord; and doing what you 

can towards fruſtrating the greateſt purpoſe 
for which it was ſpilt. Would this be re- 
quiting your Saviour well? ß 
Do you fay your work is laborious? let 
the pleaſure of acting a worthy part, and of 
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Al fubſeroing ſo many uſeful, noble purpoſes of 
Wil your miniſtry, excite you to endure hardſhip 
10 4 good minijlers of Jeſus Chriſt, to encoun- 
00 ter difficulties and even deſpiſe reproach. 
N Remember too the honour of acquitting 
1 yourſelves well; more eſpecially in an office, 


in which the advancement of real holineſs, 
in which the publick good, in which the 
falvation of ſouls, in which the honour of 
God, in which the proſperity of your Re- 
deemer's kingdom are all concerned; and 
you are ſaid to be fellow workers with him. 
Can you poſſibly be employed in a more 
honourable work! Let it be your glory to 
have performed it well. And may you for 
ever dread the vile inconſiſtency and odious 
reproach of having your miniſterial cha- 
racter branded with an immoral life. | 
Nor will you forget, I hope, that * 
oon everlaſting intereſt is at flake. You 
know you muſt as men account for your 


pri- 


F 

n | 

private and as miniſters for — public be. 
| 3h pou Take heed leſt whilſt you preach 


to others, you yourſelves prove caſtaways. . 


Let what you urge on your hearers relating 
to the promiſes and threatnings of the Goſ- 
pel have its proper weight on your o.wn 
minds. Theſe ſanctions concern yourſelves 
as well as them, and in ſome reſpects more 
nearly too; for if you are the happy in- 
ſtruments of ſaving your ſelues and thoſe that 
hear you, you ſhall receive a diſtinguiſhed 
reward. It is ſaid, they that turn many io righ- 
 teouſneſs ſhall, ſhine as the ſtars for ever and ever. 
Nor ſhall your faithfulneſs loſe its recom- 
| pence if Iſrael is not gathered. But if your 
I Hocks are deſtroyed thro' your neglect, re- 
member, their blood will God require = 
your hands. O, dreadful thought! A 
And tho' your work is ever fo difficult, 
this may encourage you in it, that it is T 
qoork of the Father, Son and Spirit who 
will ſupport you in it and afford you grace | 
ſufficient for your day. | 
To this grace do you always look for 4d 
and ſucceſs; and may your prayers be an- 
ſwered to your exceeding joy and the 
tnal falvation of Four reſpective flocks. 


In the conclufi ion of this ſervice permit . 
me to drop a few hints to you, wy chriſtian 
friends, 


I 
friends, who have had patience to hear me 
fay ſo much to your miniſters 
Before this you muſt be convinced, how 
nice, how arduous and how very important 
a work, your miniſters are engaged in: 
Should not this induce you moſt earneſtly to 
pray for them? That they may be directed 
in their ſtudies, be ſuſtained in their labours, 
and that the Goſpel in their hands may 1 
free courſe and be glorified? . 
Should you not likewiſe pray for. your= 
ſelves, that your hearts may be rightly pre- 
pared to receive the word of truth, as 0% 
ground for the reception of the ſeed ? Ami- 
niſter is likely to have the greateſt acceptance 
and ſucceſs among thoſe, who fervently pray 
both for him and themſelves too. 
Should you not efteem them hi ghly for their 
works ſake ? Should you not ſtrive to render 
their ſervice inthe Goſpel as eaſy and as 
gtateful to them as may be? If you ſet a 
juſt value on your ſouls you will be the leſs 

diſpoſed to neglect the perſons and labours 
of thoſe who diligently ſeek your ſalvation. 
Nor will you need to have it urged upon 
you, obat the Lord hath ordained, that they 
29h preach the Goſpel ſhould alſo liue of thy 
Goſpel. 
Should you not make all candid allow- 

ances for human frailty, conſidering that we 

rea men of hke wants and paſſions with your- 


ſelves? 


(a) 
ſolves: ? Would it not be more generous 
privately to inform us of what you think 
wrong in our conduct, than publickly to ex- 


poſe us? Avoiding a captious, cenſorious 
humour, relating both to our private cha- 
racters and publick ſervices? If you have rea- 


ſon to believe, we have a conſcience in all 


things willing to live honeſtly, ſhould you not 

overlook many of our imperfections, and 
ſeverely criticiſe on none ? If you knew how 
difficult a thing it is for a miniſter, who hay 

to do with perſons of ſo many different 


opinions, taſtes and tempers, to avoid giving 


offence, you would often, I preſume, be 
more diſpoſed to pity than to blame him. 
Not that I think, we ought to go without 
cenſure, if we manifeſtly act unworthy of 
our characters. 
Should you take it ill at our hands, if love 
to ſouls and faithfulneſs to Jeſus induces us 
(without any thought of offending you) to 
ſay ſuch things in publick, as happen to hit 
your caſe and touch your conſciences? if 
in private we humbly and modeſtly vive you 
a hint of that, which, we apprehend, would 
be for your honour and happineſs to correct? 
If we ſhould differ from you in point of 
opinion, and deliver our ſentiments freely, ſo 
long as we preach no doctrine but ſuch as is 


according to godlineſs, and conſiſtent with your 
{alvation ? 
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Love ſound doctrine; you cannot love it 


too much: But remember the end of ſound 
doctrine is love, joy, peace, long-ſuffering, 
gentleneſs, goodneſs, faith (or faithfulneſs) 
 meekneſs, temperance. Theſe are the fruits of 
the Spirit. The good fruits of faith, which 
are by Feſus Chrijt to the glory and praiſe of 
God. Abound in theſe fruits. Strive to pre- 
ſerve a laſting union amongyourſelves, and be- 
tween yourſelves and miniſters. Load not 
one another, or your own paſtors, or thoſe 


of other ſocieties, with opprobrious names. 
Say not—T1 am of Paul of Cephas, &c. 
but be ye all of Chriſt Jeſus; 88 


that Chriſt 79 not divided. 


Let your miniſters ſee of the travel 0 
their fouls, and be abundantly ſatisfied, in 
your conſtant, ſerious attendance on all the 
ordinances of the Goſpel, and your walk- 
ing by that unerring rule which Chriſt 


hath left us. Approve things that are excel- 


lent, or, as the original might have been ren- 
dered, try things that differ. Examine and 
judge for yourſelves ; but neither diſcover 
any caprice in your judgments, nor licenti- 
ouſneſs in your behaviour. Be diſcerning, 
but above all be exemplary chriſtians ; awalk-' 
ing worthy of the Lord in all well-pleaſing. 
Let your light ſo ſhine before men, that others 
ſeeing your good works, may glorify your Ja- 
ther, Who 15 15 heaven. 


4: © =. 


(4) 


Have fervent charity for all men; but 
take heed, That what you gain in charity, 
e you do not loſe in purity.” Set a high va- 
lue on the privileges you enjoy, and ſhew it 
by improving them. They manifeſt too 
little regard for the moral ends of religious 
inſtitutions, who negle& any of thoſe ap- 
inted means of holineſs. 

| Hold faſt the profeſſion of your faith. Be 
frong in the grace that is in Chriſt Teſus. 
Quench not the ſpirit. Do not reſiſt his in- 

fluence, and he will Strengthen you with 
might in the inner man. Work out your 

own ſalvation with fear and trembling, for 
it is God, who of his good pleaſure worketh 
in you to will and to do. Tho' you are 
weak and tempted, yer, through Chriſt 
Itrengtbening you, you can do all things ne- 
ceſſary to your being accepted in the be- 
loved. 

Ultimately truſt in the grace of God in 
Chriſt for juſtification and eternal life, 
but remember, that oithout holineſs no man 
all fee the Lord. Faith wit bout works 7s 
dead. 

Let the hue of Cbriſt conſtrain you u 
longer to live unto yourſelves, but unto him 
wha loved you and gave himſelf for you. 
Trample not under foot the blood of the ever- 
lafti ng covenant ; nor erucify to yourſelves 

YR IR | 
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tte Son of God afreſh, by acting contrary | 


croſs, 


to the end for which he ſuffered on the 
Remember that he bore your fins in bis f 
own body on the tree, that ye being dead ta 


in might live unto righteouſnefs. 


| Ina word, let it not be your condemna- 


tion that you are ſo highly favoured of the 
Lord, that you are made intelligent crea- 
tures, that you are honoured with ſo ma- 


ny bounties and bleſſings of his provi- 


_ dence, that you are born in a land of 
5 liber ty, under a proteſtant government, and 5 
live under a mild adminiſtration, that you 


are honoured with the glorious light and 


abundant grace of the Goſpel, that you are 


redeemed with the precious blood of the 
Son of God, and in him are blefled with 
all the needful means of ſalvation, bu. 
you have regarded none of theſe things; 
ut——you have returned to your ſupreme 


Benefactor and Sovereign the higheſt ingra- 


titude and rebellion for all his mercies. 
Should this be the caſe, the conſequence 


would be dreadful. Fer you muſt all 72 


pear before the judgment ſeat of Chriſt, that 
every one may receive the things done in the 
body; when it would be more tolerable for 


Tyre and Sidon than for you. But if you 


are faithful unto death, you ſhall receive a 


Erown of glery, Lighi is ſown for the rigb- 


Feous, 


(48). 


 feous, and gladneſs for the upright in bt 0 
If you do juſtice, love mercy, and walk hum- 
bly with your God; you ſhall at laſt be exalt- 

ed to God's right hand, where there is fulneſs 
of joy, and pleaſures for evermore. 


Now our Lord Fe eſus Crip ime and 
God, even our Father, who hath loved us and 
given us everlaſting conſolation and good hope = 
| Zhro grace, comfort your hearts, and eſtabliſh 
you in "0 os word and work. Amen. 
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